Newspapers–from an artist’s eye . . . 

1. Choose an interesting letter to the editor and draw an editorial cartoon to illustrate it.

2. Newspaper artists often draw pictures to enhance a story in the newspaper, especially feature stories. Illustrate an article in the paper, using information in the story for ideas.

3. Look through the newspaper and find all the maps. How many were you able to find? Choose an article you have found in the newspaper and draw a map to illustrate that article.

4. Critique today's retail advertising. Choose the advertisement that you think needs the most attention. Create a new ad that would better attract a potential customer.

5. Create a clip file using the daily newspaper. Clip anything you think can potentially become an impetus for an art project. After one month of clippings, choose your favorites and create a collage.

6. Design a self-portrait. Look through the daily newspaper and find words, phrases or photos that are relevant to you. Create a background and determine how to best display these items. Use your imagination!

7. Critique today's front page. What concepts in the main stories could be better described with an appropriate illustration?

8. Look through today's newspaper to find what you believe is the story that will matter the most in 10 years. Using that article as your prompt, draw or paint a picture that reflects your attitude about the event(s) or person(s) described in your article.

9. Practice your portraiture skills by copying strong people pictures from today's news.

10. Critique today's front page. If you were the graphic designer in charge, what would you change? Remember to look at how the page looks spread out AND how it looks folded in half (how people will see it when they purchase it from the rack).

11. Cut all the photos and graphics out of the front page. If the page didn't include anything but text, how would your perception of that page change? What percentage of today's front page is art or photo and which percentage is text?

12. Create a seasonal collage using anything you find relevant from the week's newspapers. Find letters to spell out the name of the season or a quick description of it and fill in the remainder of your work with photos, words or phrases that you think reflect the season.

