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December Activities

Students are eager for their vacation (aren’t we all?), and attention spans are often shorter than usual.  Here are some activities to use with newspapers during the holiday season.

1. CAREER EDUCATION:  Retail establishments are very busy throughout December.  Use your newspaper to find examples of other businesses that are impacted positively or negatively by the holidays.  What jobs can you find that would ONLY exist during the holiday season?  Are there any jobs that you can find that would NOT be affected in any way by the holiday season?

2. ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS:  Christmas is the most widely known and celebrated holiday in December, but many other holidays occur in this season.  Use your newspaper to find examples of some of these other holidays.

3. GEOGRAPHY:  Although many people in our area wish for a “white Christmas,” use today’s weather map to locate other areas in our country where a white Christmas might be more likely to occur.  If you decided to drive to one of these areas during the holidays, what route would you take?  How many miles would you be traveling?  What scenic features (mountains, rivers, etc.) would you cross on your journey?  What states would you pass on your way there?  If you decided you definitely wanted to AVOID snow, where would you be most likely to visit?  Answer the same questions for your new travel plans.

4. HISTORY:  The New Year is fast approaching.  What do you think will be historically the most important things that happened in 2004?  Use your newspaper to locate stories you think will still matter in 2005 and even further into the future.  Based on what you’ve found in your newspapers, what are the five items you most think deserve a spot in a 2004 time capsule?  Write an essay to explain your decisions.
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5. MUSIC:  Well-written articles are often very lyrical.  Work with a couple of students to find a story in today’s newspaper that you think would make a good song.  Make a list of the story’s main points and especially note any sentences or phrases that you think might work “as-is” in your song.  Use a popular holiday tune to set your song to music.  Share your song with the class.

6. NEWSPAPER KNOWLEDGE:  A good newspaper includes a wide array of topics and materials each day.  What topics do you find in today’s newspaper that probably wouldn’t occur in other months?  Create a list and see how many December-specific stories you find.

7. SOCIAL STUDIES:  Holidays are celebrated differently throughout the world.  Pick a country outside of the United States and research what December celebrations might be like there.  Using a current holiday newspaper article as a guide, write a feature story about your chosen country and holiday.  Be sure to include an attention-grabbing headline and lead!

8. COMMUNITY SERVICE:  More people are interested in helping out during the holidays than at any other time of the year.  Create a bulletin board of stories about people and/or organizations helping others
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