Stir up some Halloween fun with newspapers!

Examine the ads (display and classifieds) in the paper and then have the students rewrite them with a Halloween theme. For example: FedEx becomes DeadEx. PakMail becomes RatMail. Amazon.com becomes AmAZombie.com. 

You could even take it a step further and have them rewrite the entire contents of the paper with a Halloween or spooky spin. 

Alphabet Monster - Kids take one section front of a newspaper and use a marker or  crayon to circle each letter of the alphabet in sequence.  They connect the dots (letters) in order as they go.  When finished, have them turn the page in any direction until they see a "monster" on the page.  Add eyes, hair, mouth, hands, etc. Then have students write a descriptive paragraph about their monster, giving it a name, telling how he/she/it came to be, if it is a good/bad monster, etc.  

Some Halloween costumes are popular year after year. But some Halloween

costumes are inspired by celebrities, leaders or events. Look through the

news and feature sections of the newspaper and choose five people who would

be popular as masks or costumes this year. Write a sentence for each

explaining why people would want to dress like the person.

Everyone knows that Halloween means candy, candy, candy. Candy names are fun to read because they use language in funny ways. Pick a few of your

favorites from Halloween ads in the newspaper. Discuss why you like the names. Then write an outline for using the names in a Halloween story. Explain how you might use the names to describe people, events or action in your tale.

Holidays of all kinds give businesses a way to draw attention to things

they want to sell. Look through the ads in today’s newspaper and make a list

of ads offering Halloween sales, deals or specials. Pick out and discuss the ones you think are the most creative. Then design your own creative Halloween ad.

Use newspapers to make a quick costume. Using a full sheet of

newspaper and tape, see if you can create a fancy hat from the newspaper.

Can you make the hat show your personality? Discuss that idea as a class.

Halloween Scavenger Hunt - Use today's newspaper to find these items:

1. The longest word you can find that includes the letters b-o-o in order.

2. Five items that should be included is a witch's brew.

3. A good safety rule for trick-or-treaters to remember.

4. A pumpkin.

5. A display ad illustration for something that would make an unusual treat.

6. Something the witch could ride if her trusty broom were broken

7. Something shaped like a witch's hat.

8. Thirteen things that are just alike.

9. The greeting "Happy Halloween."
